
Central   American   Countries   seek   to   arrange   a 
Cooperation Agreement for Maritime Search and 
Rescue Services 

Always aware of the need to coor-
dinate and implement Services of 
Maritime Search and Rescue in 
accordance to the regulations of 
the International Maritime Organi-
zation (IMO), representatives of 
seven countries within the region 
met in Panama, on February to 
ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ά²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ ƻŦ 
Introduction to the SAR Conven-
ǘƛƻƴέΦ 
Among the international guest 
speakers participating in the Work-
shop were: the Executive Chief of 
the Central American Commission 
for Maritime Transportation 
(COCATRAM), Mr. Otto Noack; 
representing the Technical Co-
operation Division for Latin Ameri-
ca and the Caribbean of the IMO, 
Mr. Pedro San Miguel; in represen-
tation of the DIRECTEMAR of Chile, 
Eng. Carlos Salgado, who is also the 
president of the COMSAR Sub-
Committee, as well as Eng. Darling 
Rojas, Director of Maritime Train-
ing of  the COCATRAM. 

 

With more than 400 hundred exhibitors from 30 different countries and regions worldwide, Sea Japan 2012 opened 

its doors to the select audience of the International Maritime sector last April 18-20, 2012 to one of the major 

events of the Japanese maritime industry where shipyards, shipowners, marine equipment suppliers, among oth-

ers, gather to exchange information and do businesses in the markets of international companies that search to 

enter the Japanese industry currently representing the main client of  our Registry.        

The Panama Maritime Authority participated with a stand in Sea Japan as the Worldwide Merchant Leader and 

official Sponsor of the Welcoming Cocktail where the HE Ambassador of Panama in Japan Mr. Jorge Kosmas and the 

General Director of Merchant Marine, Eng. Alfonso Castillero participated in the breaking of the barrel (Kagami-

Biraki Ceremony) which marked the opening of this fair. 

Currently, Honduras is the only 
country of the region that is part of 
the SAR Convention.  
This International Convention on 
Maritime Search and Rescue known 
as the SAR Convention has the pur-
pose to facilitate the cooperation   
among governments and people 
that are part of the operations of 
maritime search and rescue, 
through the establishment of an 
International SAR Plan.  
Panama, along with other countries, 
has taken the first steps through 
this Workshop where the ad-
vantages of this Convention were 
explained. It was also diffused the 
experience of countries like Chile 
which are already developing and 
negotiating an agreement draft that 
allows nations of this region to suc-
cessfully adopt and implement in a 
responsible manner, the SAR Con-
vention in the near future.  
On behalf of Panama were the  
Panama Canal Authority, Panama 

Naval Air Service, Absolute Maritime 
Tracking Services, Inc. the Civil Aero-
nautics and PMA.  

Panama Maritime Authority participated in Sea Japan, 2012 
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Participation of Panama in the Working Group (WG3) of the Contact  Group on Piracy off 
the Coast of Somalia (CGPCS) 

The Panama Maritime Authori-
ty participated in the Working 
Group 3 (WG3) of the Contact 
Group on Piracy off the Coast of 
Somalia (CGPCS) which held its 
fifth session at the U.S. Depart-
ment of State on 28 February 
2012 under the Co-
Chairmanship of Captain Paul F. 
Thomas, United States Coast 
Guard, and Mr. Owen J. 
Doherty, United States Mari-
time Administration.  The ses-
sion was also attended by rep-
resentatives of the United Na-
tions members, Inter-
governmental as well as Non-
governmental organizations. 
The Directorate General of 
Merchant Marine was repre-
sented in this meeting by Atty. 
Nyxkhari Ardila, Head of the 
Maritime Security Department. 
The growing and sustained 
value of the WG3 since its es-
tablishment, along with four (4) 
other Working Groups has been 
ƛƴǎǘǊǳƳŜƴǘŀƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²DоΩǎ 

progress in the areas of BMPs, 
Seafarer Guidance as well as in 
the coordination with naval 
forces in the region.  The persis-
tence regarding these focus 
areas, as well as addressing oth-
er pertinent shipping industry 
related matters, are critical ele-
ments towards ending piracy.  
During this meeting, two (2) 
documents were presented: the 
first one was a drafted frame-
work for Flag States to imple-
ment best practices in their re-
spective flagged ships, with 
the purpose to avoid, evade, 
and fight against acts of piracy.  
The main objectives include 
advancing on the use of avoid-
ance, evasion, and defensive 
best practices as well as offer-
ing an example on how Flag 
States may provide guidance, 
and oversight for their ships 
and companies. 
The second document pre-
sented was a development 
guide for Privately Maritime 
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Security Companies (PMSCs) to 
be provided to the Private Com-
pany Armed Security Personnel 
(PCASP) on board ships in the 
high risk areas of the Western 
Indian Ocean and Gulf of Aden. 
The purpose of this document is 
to provide the basis for an inter-
im guidance to PMSCs to enable 
the appropriate content and 
nature of the documented proce-
dures that they should have in 

place to include the development 
of calibrated and proportionate 
assistance to ship-owners in the 
prevention and suppression of 
piracy and armed robbery against 
ships in the identified High Risk 
Areas. Hence, ship owners will be 
able to make informed decisions 
on the selection of a PMSC. Both 
documents will be discussed in 
the IMO MSC 90 on May 2012.  
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In 2011, the Panamanian ves-
sels registry  closed with 214.4 
million gross tons, a growth of 
13.2 million of tons or six and 
half percent (6.5%), in compar-
ison to 2010, according to the 
[ƭƻȅŘΩǎ wŜƎƛǎǘŜǊ CŀƛǊǇƭŀȅ ǊŜπ
port.  
Last year and with respect to 
flagged ships with more than 
100 registered gross tons, 
Panama closed with eight 
thousand one hundred twenty 
four (8124) ships, 138 more 
than in 2010, according to this 
Classification Society.  
Forty percent (40%) of the 
Panamanian flagged ships are 
from Japan and the remaining 
percentage is distributed 
among different countries in 
the world. 
The Panama Maritime Authori-
ty has established a strategy 
with the purpose to comply 
with the requirements of the 
Memorandum of Understand-
ing, especially the one from 
the Paris MOU, in which the 
Panamanian registry managed 
to become part of the White 

List for the first time, last year. 
Besides, in order to achieve 
such qualification, one of the 
decisions made by the Direc-
torate General of Merchant 
Marine was to avoid register-
ing ships with more than twen-
ty (20) years of age, as a meas-
ure to ensure the compliance 
with every safety control. 
Strategic Move  
After the proven credibility, 
Panama focuses to attract 
European and Asian ship-
owners.  
As part of the tactic, the PMA 
opened offices of Maritime 
Safety (SEGUMAR) in Korea 
and Singapore in April 2012, 
where assistance will be avail-
able to all users. There are also 
plans to establish an office in 
Dubai.  
Currently, Panama counts with 
SEGUMAR Offices in Panama, 
Japan, Piraeus and New York.  
Furthermore, SEGUMAR offers 
technical assistance in matters 
of maritime safety to users of 
the registry, it issues certifica-

tions, exemptions of some 
applicable regulations and 
provides solutions to problems 
related to detentions in differ-
ent ports of the world.  
It is about a strategy to offer 
assistance in real time to users, 
in their own language while 
attracting new clients for the 
registry.  
A campaign is also being 
planned in order to offer in-
centives to ship-owners for 
them to replace their current 
ŦƭŀƎǎ ōȅ tŀƴŀƳŀΩǎΦ 
One of the currently employed 
mechanisms involves offering  
up to two (2) years free of 
charge in the registry, with the 
commitment to stay in it for 
five (5) years.  
Many ship-owners of  multiple 
vessels do understand the 
convenience of changing flags 
with the purpose of having up 
to two (2) free years and save  
a considerable amount of 
money. 
How does a citizen benefit 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƎƛǎǘǊȅΩǎ ƎǊƻǿǘƘΚ 

First we can mention the regis-
try contribution to the Nation-
al Treasury, which annually 
represents approximately 70 
million of dollars, in addition to 
the activities generated 
through the registering of 
ships. For instance, income 
and employment that are gen-
erated as a result of law firms 
activities, among others.  
There is also a decrease on the 
expenses of the functioning of 
the State due to Maritime 
Privatives  Consulates sponsor-
ing and working together with 
the Panamanian embassies in 
more than 60 countries. 

Vessels Registry: The Panamanian Tonnage Registry rose to 6.5% in 2011 

Forty percent (40%) of the Panamanian flagged ships are from Japan and the remaining percentage is distributed among different 
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Technical Consultation on Flag State Performance  

Participation in Various Meeting of the International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
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The Panama Maritime Authority 
as Member State of the Interna-
tional Maritime Organization 
(IMO) has an active participation 
in the meetings of the main Com-
mittees and Sub-Committees that 
are held at the main headquar-
ters of the International Maritime 
Organization (IMO) in London, 
England. 
The 16th meeting of the Sub-
Committee on Bulk Liquids and 
Gases (BLG) took place from Jan-
uary 30 to February 3 of 2012, 
covering matters of great im-
portance for the Panamanian 
Maritime Administration. Our 
delegation was formed by Mr. 
Abraham Martinez from the Di-
rectorate General of Ports; Atty. 
Jose Manuel Bosquez, Deputy 
Chief of the Department of Com-
pliance and Enforcement,  Eng. 
Victor Lau from the Department 
of Navigation  and  Maritime 
Safety, both from the Directorate 
General of Merchant Marine, 
along with the Permanent Mis-
sion of Panama to the IMO in 
London. 
Moreover, during the week of 
February 13 to 17, 2012 and con-
tinuing with the meetings, the 
56th session of the Sub-

Committee on Ship Design 
and Equipment (DE)  was 
carried out with the participa-
tion of Atty. Guillermo Balles-
teros from the Department of 
Compliance and Enforcement 
as well  as  Eng.  Alexander  
Lamboglia from SEGUMAR 
Panama  Office, Directorate 
General of Merchant Marine. 
In this meeting, matters such 
as the prevention of accidents 
with lifeboats as well as the 
best practices for the imple-
mentation of related IMO 
regulations were discussed. 
Furthermore, possible 
amendments to the follow up 
on mandatory instruments 
were studied in addition to its 
efficient compliance in re-
ƎŀǊŘǎ ǘƻ ǎƘƛǇΩǎ ǊŜǎŎǳŜ ŘŜǾƛŎŜǎΦ 
In addition, from March 12 to 
16, 2012 the 16th Session of 
the Sub-Committee on Radio 
Communications and Search 
and Rescue (COMSAR) was 
held at the IMO. During this 
meeting, several relevant 
subjects were treated such as: 
Electronic Navigation and 
LRIT; the possible modifica-
tion of the Global Maritime 
Distress and Safety System 

(GMDSS); as well as the results 
of the Meetings and Recom-
mendations of the Internation-
al Telecommunications Union ς 
Radio Communications (ITU-
Rs). 
Being March the International 
Month of Women in the Re-
public of Panama and many 
other countries, the Direc-
torate General of Merchant 
Marine of the Panama Mari-
time Authority (PMA) was rep-
resented at the COMSAR by 
Eng. Rina Berrocal, Deputy 
Chief of the SEGUMAR; Atty. 
Rita Jimenez, as well as Atty. 
Rosa Maria Aguirre, both law-
yers of the General Directorate 
of Merchant Marine, whom 
were able to establish  direct 
communication with the ex-
perts of SAR, thus reassuring 
tŀƴŀƳŀΩǎ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ǘƻ ƛƴǘŜƎǊŀǘŜ 
a Center for the Coordination 
of Search and Rescue within 
our national territory, high-
lighting the importance that for 
this Administration represents 
to comply with our commit-
ment to protect life at sea. The 
Delegation that attended the 
meetings of the Sub-
Committees was received by 

the HE Ambassador of Panama in 
London, Mrs. Ana Irene Delgado 
and the Director of the IMO Con-
ference Division, Mrs. Olga  Oneil. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization 
of the United Nations (FAO) held the 
Technical Consultation on Flag State 
Performance from March 5 - 9, 2012 in 
Rome (Italy).  
The objective of the criteria project 
regarding the performance of the Flag 
State is to improve the regulations of 
international fishing, including 
measures to prevent, deter and elimi-
nate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulat-
ed Fishing (INDNR). 
Additionally, the regulatory criteria of 
the Flag State was discussed, as well as 
the criteria of the behavior, evaluation 

procedures: self-evaluation, international 
and multilateral evaluation, measures 
subsequent to the evaluation, assistance 
to developing countries in order to im-
prove their performance  as Flag States. 
In this sense, the respective follow up 
becomes highly important, especially 
because we are implementing measures 
as State to eradicate the Illegal, Unreport-
ed and Unregulated Fishing (INDNR) aim-
ing to a more sustainable fishing and 
trade. 
Amount the delegates attending from 
Panama were Atty. Gina Vergara and 
Atty. Leonel Contreras, both lawyers of 

New SEGUMAR Offices Worldwide  

Taking into consideration our 
aim to provide users Registry  
around the world, with an effi-
cient service, the Panama Mari-
time Authority, through the 
Directorate General of Mer-
chant Marine is pleased to 
inform the re-assignment of 
technical duties to our SE-
GUMAR New York Office, since 
February 13th, 2012. 
 The SEGUMAR New York Office 
will offer the same services as 

other SEGUMAR Offices in 
Greece, Panama and Tokyo, 
therefore, allowing users to 
request the issuance of the 
same certificates and/or au-
thorizations. 
Furthermore, we are proud to 
inform about the opening in 
April, 2012 of two (2) additional 
SEGUMAR Offices in Korea and 
Singapore, respectively. 
We invite all users of our regis-
try to contact the SEGUMAR 

SEGUMAR Korea Office: 

No. 407, 4th Floor, Somerset Palace 
Seoul 85, Susong-dong, Jongno-Gu. 
Seoul, Korea 110-885 

Eng. David Bernard 

e-mail : dbernard@segumar.com 

Phone : (82) 2-734-8610/11/12 

SEGUMAR Singapore Office: 

No. 16 Rafles Quay, 41-06 Hong 
Leong Building Singapore 048581 

Eng. Ricaurte Chacon 

e-mail : rchacon@segumar.com 

Phone : ( 65 ) 62218677 ( 8 ) 

the General Directorate of Merchant Marine 
and Mr. Giovanni Lauri Administrator of Aqua-
tic Resources Authority of Panama (ARAP) 

Office of your best convenience 
for the same accustomed ser-
vice of excellence. 
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